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ouis Logic is a veteran of the hip-hop world and his work

with J.J. Brown is well known throughout underground

circles in both the US and around the world. Unfortunately,

heis seen many of his peers make plenty of rookie mistakes

and itis starting to weigh on him. fiwatching a guy whose
only instrument is his voice standing outside in front of a venue
smoking cigarettes and getting hammered to the point of drying
his voice out to a crispy little crust and then getting up on stage and
wrapping his hand around the dome of the microphone, where
your voice is supposed to penetrate through to pick up the soundé
it would be like the sports equivalent of grabbing a baseball bat
from the fat end and swinging for the fences. It doesnit make sense.
Why would you do something like that?0

When so many other emcees fit the stereotype, it canit help but
affect how people view Logic. iMeeting other bands backstage at
shows, theyid ask me, (Youire playing tonight? What instrument
do you play? And lid be like éWell, 1im a rapper,d and theyid be
like 6Oh.§ Theyid give me that smug look and that reaction thatfs
basically like, 6You are not a musician.jo And it wasnit just the bands;
even the soundmen Logic worked with had similar feelings towards
rappers. fiThere is a certain attitude ascribed to the treatment of
rap artists,0 Logic explains, iwhen you show up to a venue, the
sound guy automatically thinks that you donit know how to hold a
microphone and youre going to cup it and scream into it, that you
may not even sound check, and they take your show with a grain
of salt until you prove them otherwise.0 Logic was determined to
prove them otherwise. fil just got sick of it and I started to feel like
I can prove that there are rap artists that are genuine musicians,
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not just by making something that is not a rap record, but also by
adding more music to my records.o6 In October of 2005, he took the
first step towards this by taking lessons on the piano.

The piano had Logic hooked. At first, he was playing 45 minutes a
day, but this quickly turned into two hours and now the instrument
takes upwards of four hours each day, between practicing and
composing original music. The time spent on the piano became
a concern for Logicis longtime producer JJ. Brown, who decided
to record a solo album where Brown himself would take the mic.
After a decade of Logic as MC and Brown behind the boards, they
would reverse roles and Logic would produce for Brown. It was the
perfect way for the duo to keep their name out while Logic worked
on his new craft.

Logic hoped to create something that both his audience, and a
whole new one, could enjoy: fil wanted to be able to make a record
that the artists | love would actually listen to and be like Wow,
thatbs a rap related record that | can totally dig. Itis got a lot of music
in it and itis adventurous and well written.td Some of the artists
Logic has been inspired by include Rufus Wainwright, Regina
Spektor, Elliott Smith, and Jeff Buckley. Not exactly your typical
fiwhois whoo for a hip-hop artist.

Though it took awhile for Logic to pen his first piece for the piano,
he explains, filt opened up the forum for discussion on any topic,0
adding that, with other genres of music, fithe audience appears,
at least on the surface, to be a bit more open minded. They donit
have the same kind of widely accepted attitudes about women and
homophobia or the use of violence to solve problems. | donit feel
like all rap is like that, obviously, there is a huge audience of people
who are fed up with that kind of shit and want something different.o
Logic is calling his fisomething differento Kiss Her Stupid.

The name Kiss Her Stupid came to Logic while watching a young
couple engage in a long goodbye at a subway station. He remembers,
fiShe was leaning down as far as she could over the steps to see if the
train was coming so she wouldnit miss it, and they kept hugging each
other and laughing and leaning over like that and | was watching
and | was like, ddamn,i she was so cute. I just kept thinking, 6Youtre
an idiot! Dude, youtre gonna miss it! Fucking kiss her already before
itds too late!d And I was saying, (Kiss her stupidd in my head and I was
like thats actually a really cool name. 1 like that.o

Since now is the perfect time to experiment musically, Logic hopes
to have a Kiss Her Stupid EP, featuring his lyrics over his own self-
composed piano music, ready by the end of the year. fiClearly there
is an appeal to doing something like this that probably didnit exist
a few years ago before someone like Andre went out on a limb and
did what he did. | think, with the successes of Andrefs record, of
the NERD project, of Gnarls Barkley, 1im sure you can compile
a pretty healthy list of artists whoive taken these sort of risks and
really made it pay off and attracted attention that usually isnit
offered up to traditional rap records.0 The appeal may be there,
but how big a risk is Logic taking? He sees it as a huge one, noting,
fiThis could totally blow up in my face, 1im aware of that. The only
protection | have against something like that happening is the
degree to which 1im willing to commit to this and put in the time
to make it successful.o Somewhere in Brooklyn, a metronome is
keeping time and Louis Logic is putting in that necessary work.l Y



